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CHRISTMAS JOY  TO RECEIVE DECEMBER 24 COMMUNION OFFERING  

The Christmas Joy offering supports the Board of Pensions and honors the faithfulness of current and retired church workers in 

their time of need by providing financial assistance to support them through life’s challenging circumstances.   

• $1.1 million of gifts from 2015 are being used to provide financial support and grants for current and retired Presbyterian Church 

workers in their time of need.   

• Income supplements from the Board of Pensions helped nearly 300 households.   

• Housing supplements from the Board of Pensions helped more than 200 households. 

The Joy Offering also supports these institutions: 

• Menaul School in Albuquerque, NM, that was ranked best Christian High School and 5th best private school in New Mexico.  

98% of its graduates go on to college. 

• Presbyterian Pan American School in Kingsville, TX, that welcomes a diverse international student body:  26 countries were 

represented in the last 25 years.  100% of graduates are accepted into colleges and universities in their home countries or here. 

• Stillman College located in Tuscaloosa, AL which is ranked among top tier schools in U.S. News and World Report for more than 

a decade.   

$1 million of gifts from 2015 are being used to provide education and enable students to attend Presbyterian-related racial ethnic 

schools and colleges to develop leadership skills. 

mailto:philip-eye@saintphilip.net


SAINT PHILIP BRIGHTENS CHRISTMAS FOR 113 

PEOPLE THIS YEAR 

Thank you to the 54 people who sponsored or delivered 

to the 113 people in our twelve Kids Meals Christmas 

families this year. And thank you to many, many, more who 

donated funds for the gift cards for each family. Kids Meals 

presented us with a challenge this year with an increase in the 

number of people to be sponsored, and you all came through. 

We were especially helpful to Kids Meals by sponsoring some 

large families or multi-family homes. Our teamwork as a 

congregation will brighten the lives of these twelve families this 

Christmas. 

Holly and I have coordinated this project for the past three 

years, and we have attempted to carry on the good work of 

Cheryl Barker, Karen Morris and others who coordinated this 

project before us. I value this service project at this time of the 

year because it is a project that my whole family can be a part 

of. Helping others in need know some of the generosity of the 

Christmas spirit is important and especially helpful for my three 

teenage boys to experience. And to experience the gratitude of 

families helps me remember that "the light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness does not overcome it." Like the gifts 

of the Magi, I hope these gifts are not just seen as donations, but 

as a way to spread love and generosity in a world that needs 

more of both. 

Happy Holidays! 

Greg Han 
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 IN OUR PRAYERS 
Larraine Lyter-Reed—her brother Leland is in hospice care 

Margaretta Bolding—has moved to hospice care 

Laney Miller—undergoing heart procedure on Wednesday 

Judy Barrish—recovering at home from foot surgery 

Barbara Rathgeber—receiving dialysis 

Jan Conner – recovering from a broken neck at Seven Acres 

Barbara Cloninger – has moved to Home Sweet Home Hospice 

Care in Katy  

Sondra Sullivan – recovering from hip replacement at Treemont 

Healthcare  

Emil Runge, brother of Sandra Truxillo moving to hospice 

Kenna Beck, Nancy Young’s mother, serious health concerns  

Jack Wetmore – friend of Wayne and Sandra Truxillo, is 

receiving treatment  

Bill Clements—brother-in-law of Vicki McKay; stage 4 

lymphoma cancer & heart problems  

Jan Meyer’s father - Don is fighting health issues in New 

Braunfels 

Bill Ward, friend of Stephen Paine, complications from prostate 

cancer 

Virginia Walker, friend of Mary McGuire, recovering from 

stroke and 2 brain surgeries 

Dan Cleveland’s niece Deanna in Kissimmee, FL fighting Stage 

IV Breast Cancer 

Don DeCamp - Gary Gardner and Peg Palisin’s friend who has 

been moved to hospice care with metastatic prostate cancer  

Karen & Bill Morris’s nephew Jason in Virginia, diagnosed with 

Stage IV colorectal cancer 

Larraine Lyter-Reed’s brothers: Martin is recovering from 

amputation;  
 

Dear Friends, 
I’m excited about our celebration of Christmas at St. 

Philip. We have two opportunities for worship on Christmas 

Eve. Our 5:30 service is particularly oriented for children. We 

will tell the story of Jesus’ birth in a whimsical and participatory 

way, with lots of carols and candle lighting thrown in for good 

measure. That service will last about 30 minutes. Our 8:00 

service includes music from the St. Philip Choir and 

communion. My sermon is titled, “Christmas Collisions.” That 

service also concludes with candle lighting and the singing of 

“Silent Night.” This year brings us a Christmas Day on 

Sunday, so we return for worship on the Lord’s Day at 11:00 

a.m. to share the joy of this holy day. The Christmas season 

continues on January 1, 2017. We have a single worship 

service that day at 11:00 a.m.. My sermon reflects on the flight 

of Joseph, Mary, and baby Jesus to Egypt as told in Matthew 2. 

We’ll also mark the new year with the sacrament of the Lord’s 

Supper. For Deb and me, this Christmas has an added note of 

joy because my parents are visiting us for the holiday. It’s the 

first time that they’ve been able to be with us for Christmas in 

all the years we’ve been married. Many of you are traveling or 

receiving visitors this week. May God bless us in our coming, 

our going, and our being together. 

 As the year concludes, we have seven Session members 

completing their terms of service: Mary Benson, Ed Hess, John 

Lindsay, Martha Red, Jenilee Simmons, Randy Steward, and 

Carolyn Vestal. Carla Burns is completing three years of service 

as a trustee. I’m grateful for the many ways these folks have 

served our church over the past three years. This week, the 

Session examines elders-elect in the class of 2019: Kate 

Dickinson, Janet Hess, William Rowe, Chuck Seidel, Sandra 

Truxillo, Anne Wilson, and Nancy Beck Young. Also for 2017, 

we have two new deacons, Beth Atkinson and Jane Cooper; and 

a new trustee, James Cooper. I believe the new year is full of 

promise for our life together at St. Philip. 

 Glory to God in the highest and peace on earth! 

  

 

 

THE MINISTERS’ DISCRETIONARY TO RECEIVE 

JANUARY 1, 2017 COMMUNION OFFERING 

The Ministers’ Discretionary Fund is a special account available 

for the pastors to help church members and others in our 

community with extraordinary financial needs. The people 

assisted with this fund generally fall outside the bounds of 

support available through local relief agencies. The uniqueness 

of this fund permits the pastors to respond to individual 

situations in a confidential manner, while extending the love and 

care of St. Philip. Your communion offering gifts will enable the 

fund to continue to respond to needs.  

 

 

 

Recuperating at Home: Joe Anne Berwick, Larry Dean, 

Helen Harris, Malcolm Host, T.E. “Joe” Keever, Jo Jones, Alice 

Pennington, Penny Vieau, Ruth Weber  



SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR ALL 
ALL SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES BEGIN AT 9:30 A.M. 

NURSERY AND PRESCHOOL  
8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. Infants and children through 4 years old 

are invited to our Nursery which is staffed by professional 

childcare providers.  Please find our Nursery in Room 106 of the 

Education Building along the Sunday School Classroom hallway 

on the first floor.  An usher or a greeter will be happy to direct 

you there.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR ALL AGES 

Godly Play (Age 3 to K)—Room 104 

Grades 1,2, & 3—Room 105 Grades 9-12—Room 205  

Grades 4 & 5—Room 103  Confirmation Class—Room 202 

Grades 6-8—Room 206  

Youth Choir/Youth Group meet the second and fourth Sundays 

of each month.  Next gathering is January 8th. 

Youth Choir (Grades 6-12) -  4:30—Choir Room 

Youth Group (Grades 6-12) - 5:30—7:30 Youth Room 

CHURCH & SOCIETY - Room 201 - December 25.  Will 

not meet on Christmas Sunday. January 1 - New Years Day - 

Decorative Arts at Presbyterian Mo-Ranch Assembly - 

Monterey Furniture, San Jose Tiles and Ironwork by Eric Reisel 

Learn how the Mexican Revolution, c. 1910 - 1920, influenced 

the decorative arts at Mo-Ranch and the stories of the artisans 

who created the furniture, tiles and ironwork that make Mo-

Ranch so special.  Presented by Mickey Meyers. January 8 - 

What's at Stake for 2017? for the Presbyterian Church (USA) 

and for St. Philip?  A new year brings new issues and re-

presents old issues for the relationship between church and 

society. Some thoughts on the challenges 2017 holds for people 

of faith, PC(USA) and SPPC. Presented by Rev. John Wurster.  

January 15—Gifts from Damascus— A program of music and 

information about the work of classical concert guitarist Susan 

McDonald on her work in cultural diplomacy in the Mideast. 

BIBLE STUDY – Room 204 – The class is engaged in a study  

of the book of  1 Samuel which tells of the rise of the kingdom 

of Israel and the eventual rise of David as their leader, revealing 

throughout the very human traits of the people involved in the 

narrative.  The Bible study class utilizes the insights of a variety 

of scholars to expand our understanding of God’s message of 

faithfulness to His people.  Nancy Cook and Al Waldrop lead 

the discussions.  All are welcome. 

SPa—Room 200  - The SPa (Saint Philip Adults) class is a 

fellowship of adults from all walks of life who gather for 

learning and community. It is a conversation/dialogue-based/

interactive class. Sharing leadership is easy and fun and, as you 

probably can tell, we're not a group that is shy about asking 

questions!  They are currently reviewing the revised common 

lectionary through Feasting on the Word. Contact Greg Han at 

greg@hanmail.me 
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WEEKDAY CLASSES 

MONDAY EVENING STUDY GROUP 

Join the discussion in the dining room (in the administration 

building, at the south end of campus) January 9 with St. Philip’s 

Monday evening study group! Besides conversation, our 

meetings include fellowship, refreshments, and a brief prayer, as 

we begin our study of What’s the Least I Can Believe and Still 

Be a Christian? A Guide to What Matters Most by Martin 

Thielen. We will be using the new edition with a study guide 

included, and we plan to discuss chapters 1 through 5. (Don’t 

worry, they’re short!) The overall topic is “Ten Things 

Christians Don’t Need to Believe,” and the chapter topics are: 

“God causes cancer, car wrecks, and other catastrophes,” “Good 

Christians don’t doubt,” “True Christians can’t believe in 

evolution,” “Women can’t be preachers and must submit to 

men,” and “God cares about saving souls but not about saving 

trees.” We meet each second and fourth Monday, from 5:30 to 

7:00 p.m. Come even if you haven’t done the reading; the 

discussion is always timely and thought-provoking. 

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY 
John Wurster is leading  a study of the Book of Revelation. This 

final book of the Bible has long puzzled readers with its vivid 

imagery and apocalyptic themes. Over the coming months, we 

will read the entire book and piece together its meaning and 

significance. The class meets at 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday in the 

Dining Room; currently on break, please join us again on 

January 11th. 

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S WEEKLY FELLOWSHIP  
Join the Men’s Weekly Fellowship each Friday. They meet on 

Fridays in the Conference Room at noon.  The book that they 

will begin discussing on January 6th is What’s the Least I Can 

Believe and Still Be a Christian? A Guide to What Matters Most 

by Martin Thielen. Please contact Robert Estill about copies of 

the book reestill@sbcglobal.net  The men who wish to 

participate should bring a bag lunch; refreshments will be 

provided.  Men of all ages are welcome to participate in the self-

led group. The group wraps up promptly at 1:00 p.m.   

MONTHLY BOOK GROUP   
A monthly interest group for women who like to read books, 

socialize, and have a night out meets the 2nd Thursday of each 

month at 7:00 p.m. at a member’s home.  Our next meeting is 

January 12th at the home of Jacqueline Hamilton Taylor. The 

book we will be discussing is Eleanor & Park by Rainbow 

Rowell.  We will also talk about book nominations and the 2017  

timeline. This self-led, interactive group produces lively 

discussions and wonderful fellowship. For more information go 

to: http://saintphilip.net/BookGroup.html   

CHILDREN'S CHAPEL 
On the second and fourth Sunday of each month, children in Pre

-K through first grade are invited to attend Children's Chapel 

with Omar Rouchon and a parent-helper following the 

conversation with children during the 11 o’clock service. In the 

Children's Chapel, our young disciples learn the whos, whats, 

wheres, whens and whys of worship, while praying, singing and 

hearing God's word at an age-appropriate level. Children return 

to join the congregation in the first few pews on the lectern side 

of the church for the last hymn.  Please contact Omar Rouchon 

if you have any questions. The next service is December 25th. 

Need to know what is going 

on at St. Philip 

immediately?  Visit the 

website or check out any of 

our social media sites. 

mailto:greg@hanmail.me?subject=SPa%20at%20SPPC
mailto:reestill@sbcglobal.net?subject=Men's%20Fellowship
http://saintphilip.net/BookGroup.html


ARE YOU LOST? 

Join us for a church tour!  Meet the 

Welcoming and Membership Committee 

for coffee and donuts in the Gathering 

Area, Sunday, January 29th at 9:30 a.m.   

We will walk through parts of Saint Philip 

that you know, and some that you don’t 

know.  Be ready to participate in the 

wonderful events at our church in 2017 by 

learning where they will be.  If you have 

questions, stop by our table in the 

Gathering Area – we’re there to help! 

MONTROSE STREET REACH 
The Young Adults of St. Philip support 

the Montrose Street Reach Ministry every 

4th Wednesday of the month during 2016, 

supplying and serving snacks to homeless 

persons gathering before they have 

dinner.   The next date will be December 

28th from 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.  The address 

is 1110 Lovett Blvd. Houston, TX 77006. 

Caution: do not park behind Half Price 

Books, as they tow non-customers. Park 

instead on a side street or in front of the 

Presbytery Office. For more information 

c o n t a c t  K e a t a n  K i n g  a t 

keatan@saintphilip.net 
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FROM THE TREASURER 

As we jump into the Advent season and 

all the Christmas festivities, please 

consider some different ways to make a 

gift to Saint Philip.   

First, you might consider making an 

offering of marketable securities.  You 

may even qualify to give those stocks out 

of your IRA and avoid income tax.  If you 

would like to donate stocks, from a 

regular portfolio or an IRA, please have 

your broker contact Ms. Tina Wettig at 

Wells Fargo Advisers (our broker) and 

she can give directions for the type of 

transaction you want to make.   

Ms. Wettig may be contacted at 713-468-

6552 or at: 

tina.wettig@wellsfargoadvisors.com.   

Second, you might also consider giving 

your pledge for 2017 to the church by 

December 31st and include that amount in 

your itemized tax deductions for 2016.   

As always, talk to your tax preparer for 

advice in your financial situation. 

Ada Fuller 

Treasurer 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

Through November, the church operating 

deficit for the year was $71,165.  Through 

the fulfillment of 2016 pledges and 

additional year-end gifts, we hope to 

finish the year in the black. Thank you for 

your generous support of St. Philip.  

The recipient of 

the November 

C o m m u n i o n 

Offering was the 

Inst i tute  for 

Civility.  Thanks 

to your generous 

response to Dr. Bertie Simmons’ Mission 

Opportunity talk, the Institute for Civility 

received $1,876. 

2017 Pledge Update as of 12/15/2016 

Pledges Received:    $   895,089 
2017 Pledge Goal:        $1,123,675 

Pledge cards are available in the 
narthex if you have not yet turned in 

your pledge or contact the church office. 

This January, the Education Committee will once again be offering a term of classes for our elementary Sunday School students and 

their families on elements of worship. The theme of this year’s January Term will be “God’s Gifts.” The series of five classes will 

take place each of the five Sundays in January during the regular church school hour of 9:30-10:30 a.m. Sessions will be co-led by 

pastors, staff, and members of the Education Committee. 

The goal of these classes will be to engage our young disciples with practices, rituals and routines of worship in the Church, and also 

specific ways in which we worship at St. Philip. The Directory of Worship of the PCUSA states that “Children bring special gifts to 

worship and grow in the faith through their regular inclusion and participation in the worship of the congregation”  (W-3.1004). 

The scheduled order of classes and leaders: 

 January 1 God’s Gift of Music Jeffrey Cooper and Carol Junkin 

 January 8 The Sacrament of Baptism: the gift of belonging                   Omar Rouchon and Clara Reed 

 January 15 The Sacrament of Communion:  the gift of hospitality               Rev. Keatan King and Rev. Nate Carlin 

 January 22 Worship for All God’s People: gifts of grace and gratitude         Rev. Emily Owen and Tim Burgess 

 January 29 Celebrating the Church Year: the gift of time                              Rev. John Wurster and Cletus Johnson 

Parents are invited and strongly encouraged to attend these classes with their children, as it is our deep belief that worship and 

instruction alongside one’s family strengthens the bond of those relationships as well as the entire community: “The parent(s) or the 

one(s) exercising parental responsibility should teach their children about Christian worship by example, by providing for household 

worship, and by discussion and instruction” (W-5.7002). 

Additional information about children and worship can be found on our church’s website. Please contact Omar Rouchon at 

omar@saintphilip.net if you have any questions.  We look forward to seeing you in January!    

GOD'S GIFTS - FAMILY WORSHIP WORKSHOP 

2017 ST. PHILIP MO-RANCH RETREAT 
Each June, members of St. Philip travel to the Texas Hill Country for a long weekend of Christian fellowship. In the beautiful 

surroundings of Mo-Ranch, we study, play, and relax as a church family. Our program begins after supper on Thursday, June 8 and 

continues through worship on Sunday morning June 11. Many arrive earlier on Thursday to enjoy the ranch and time in the river. 

Most of us find it difficult to leave on Sunday. Please make plans to join us! 

mailto:keatan@saintphilip.net?subject=Young%20Adults%20at%20SPPC
mailto:tina.wettig@wellsfargoadvisors.com
mailto:omar@saintphilip.net?subject=God's%20Gifts%20-%20Family%20Workshop


Many of St. Philip’s Mission Partners are 

Chevron Houston Marathon Run for a 

Reason Charities.  You can support them 

each in different ways.  Below are a few 

of these opportunities.  We wish all of our 

St. Philip members and friends luck when 

they hit the streets running Sunday, 

January 15th. 

CANCARE 

Team CanCare has been selected to be the official packet stuffing 

organization for the 2017 Houston Marathon! We are very 

excited that the payment we receive from the Houston Marathon 

will contribute to Team CanCare's fundraising goal; all we need 

is volunteers like you to help us make it possible! 

Packet stuffing will be held on Friday, January 6th and 

Saturday, January 7th at Christ the Servant Lutheran Church 

2400 Wilcrest Houston, TX 77042. Food and refreshments will 

be provided. To view times and to sign up click here. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

On Sunday, December 18th the Session welcomed four new members to St. Philip.  Please take time to say hello to each of them. 

  

Richard Charles Alt II—joined us by reaffirmation of faith.  Recently moved here from Virginia, he grew up in Fredericksburg, 

VA.  At one point must have resided in Boston because he says he actually missed the snowstorms from there. Richard graduated 

from Harvard and went onto graduate school at Stanford.  As a geophysicist, he studies the earth using a variety of methods.  When 

not doing that, Richard enjoys running, aspires to complete a novel, and explores American history.  He found St. Philip with the 

help of Google!  Interests within the church include: Worship, Welcoming & Membership, Fellowship, and Peacemaking & Social 

Justice. One of the things that helped him to decide on St. Philip was you! The Friendly Congregation! 

Arlette Keene—was very busy at St. Philip this weekend.  She attended the Primetimer’s luncheon on Saturday, was accepted as a 

member after the 11:00 a.m. service and then joined the Presbyterian Women for lunch.  So I guess it won’t take long for her to 

expand her interests in Christian Education, Music/Choir/Bells, and Worship.  Arlette is a retired teacher who now spends her time 

birding and would be glad to share with you the best spots to watch birds.  A lifelong Presbyterian, she has expanded her knowledge 

of God’s Word through studies at Reformed Theological Seminary of Jackson, MS.  She joins through transfer from New Covenant 

Presbytery via First Presbyterian Church. 

Elizabeth Keene—is Arlette’s mother.  Elizabeth might be the oldest new member we have received here at St. Philip or at least of 

those who have shared the year they were born.   Elizabeth grew up in Gulfport, MS and New Orleans, LA and attended the Henry 

W. Allen Business School to be a secretary.  Mrs. Keen also joins us through transfer from New Covenant Presbytery via First 

Presbyterian Church. 

Christy Rubenstein—a visitor to St. Philip for over a year has been active with the young adults group and the Wednesday Evening 

Presbyterian Women’s Circle.  She is transferring her membership from Hollywood United Methodist Church in Los Angeles.  

Christy received a bachelors of fine arts in film production from the University of Central Florida; then a masters of fine arts in film 

directing from the American Film Institute. In her role as a user experience researcher she helps users of software solutions to 

understand their needs and goals where she goes into the field and meet with folks she wouldn’t other wise meet. Her hobbies 

include photography of nature, people, and events. 

Christy indicated she was interested in Mission and 

Peacemaking & Social Justice at SPPC.    
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Richard Alt Arlette Keene Christy Rubenstein 

Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services 

Vote PCHAS—In honor of Superbowl 51, Chevron will be giv-

ing away $51,000 to one of the official charities participating in 

the 2017 Houston Marathon. Please take a minute to vote for 

Presbyterian Children's Homes and Services!  To vote click 

here.  

Volunteer! Join PCHAS staff and volunteers as we pass our 

water/Gatorade at the mile 5 refueling station. This is a great 

opportunity for youth needing volunteer opportunities and fami-

lies to serve together. January 15th, 6:00-9:00am, River Oaks 

Elementary. To sign up click here, make sure you select PCHAS 

as your volunteer group 

GIVE PCHAS! In Houston, we have helped children find safe, 

loving, forever homes through our foster and adoption pro-

grams. We have worked to provide stability and life skills as we 

empower single mothers with our local resident program. And, 

we have touched thousands of lives through our in-home family 

preservation program. Help us reach our goal of raising $50,000 

for children and families in need. To give click here.  

For more information or questions, please contact Sarah Cleary, 

sarah.cleary@pchas.org, 512-731-2571. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ga56OI2a8FzC4htR2t3RRHZYcgPMb-EmNGL12BScZo3mqLG5K2SLfMfoQgZUyt6LhiV7vizXzSP1LUaFfbwqt_QWZC0lKby-dRrogHCbDg1-cwZBi7HOnTnpjdHWFLOIOlwMARiF0HpUqr3nM2CCKQi_-QIz_LRq8ntV52QlBxa9NOjI3dVZ9vhEfvdHyj-Q9L0_SSOLtsvdjLOs4MNxKI4bmmeHaP1q&c=h
http://www.chevronhoustonmarathon.com/vote-for-your-favorite-chevron-houston-marathon-run-for-a-reason-charity-5/
http://www.chevronhoustonmarathon.com/vote-for-your-favorite-chevron-houston-marathon-run-for-a-reason-charity-5/
https://cloud.emos1.com/hou/volunteer/RegisterVolunteer.aspx?code=PCHAS&eid=9&JScript=1
https://secure.marathonguide.com/HoustonMarathon/Donate/Donate.cfm?CRID=39&CID=653
mailto:sarah.cleary@pchas.org
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Christmas 

Around  

St. Philip 


